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Branch Gallery is pleased to present a solo exhibition by Bill Thelen titled minor character.

For some time, Thelen has been fascinated with life on the fringe of things. Through his alter ego Lump Lipshitz, he has
routinely praised the character actor over the mega-watt star; seeking out life in the margins and truly appreciating the
under-appreciated. In his first solo show at Branch Gallery, Thelen sheds his trademark moniker as he continues to inves-
tigate his favorite “minor characters”; setting them center stage in a world of discarded soda cans and suburban decay to
humorously engage the dark issues of aging, homosexual marginalization, shame, and death. Real life underdogs such as
Warhol actress Andrea Feldman, members of religious cult Heaven’s Gate, and the late porn star Roy Garrett are all heroes
of Thelen’s imagination.

Effortlessly moving between media, Thelen’s characters manifest themselves however he deems appropriate, whether it be
through drawing, painting, sculpture, or video. Thelen’s new video work, Nobody’s Home, is a deliberately amateurish, shaky,
hour-long montage of nameless men moving through what could be any suburban neighborhood. A seemingly endless ac-
cumulation of strangely unspecific and un-erotic images demonstrates the banality of voyeurism, and as the video unfolds,
the perceived loneliness and desperation of the voyeur stands to challenge notions of deviant sexuality.

A series of small watercolors draw on the artist’s particular love of oddity, whether male pattern baldness (and the feelings of
emasculation that it may engender), child psychology, or the imagined plebian routines of hip hop stars like the ubiquitous
50 Cent. The drawings have a nervous humor made more effective by their emptiness of visual and substantive meaning;
their starkness brought about through a certain economy of color, scale and composition. Likewise, a new pair of ‘dash’
drawings shows an obsession with mark-making, referencing both the journals of Charles Crumb and the work of Agnes
Martin. Minimal and reductive, they stand in visual contrast to Thelen’s more literal portraits and text drawings but share
an interest in process and repetition.

Other works in the exhibition will include a new wall painting, as well as an a1ps memorial quilt for porn star Roy Garrett
(who died of A1Ds in 1992), with references ranging from the stigma of male homosexuality to pornographic playing cards
and kitsch. Pathos and humor intersect in a witty and poignant tribute.

Thelen received his BFa from the University of Wisconsin and his mFa from The University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill.
He is the founding member of the Raleigh based artist collective Team Lump as well as the curator of Lump Gallery and
Projects in Raleigh, NC; an alternative space with an impressive 11-year exhibition history. Thelen’s work has been included
in numerous exhibitions in venues across the country and abroad including The Southeast Center for Contemporary Art
(NC), the Contemporary Art Center in Atlanta (GA), Exit Art (NYC), Allston Skirt (Boston), Monique Meloche (Chicago),
New Image Art (LA) and Keith Talent in London (UK).

For more information, please contact Teka Selman or Chloé Seymore at info@branchgallery.com or 919.918.1116
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